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of the new world and the new values.   The heredity and environment of a person are only of interest in relation to the circumstances in which he is called upon to perform. The growth of the Baldwins' fame and fortune exemplified a rapid environmental change.   Socially the period marked the  metamorphosis  of  the  Englishman,   There was a revulsion of outlook and character controlled by the new political necessities of the age.   With the defeat of Lord George Bentinck and the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1848, the old protective system was virtually overthrown.   Whether that system had failed to be of use is hardly germane to any but an economic survey, The fact that its fall was prompted by starvation is immaterial, since feeding undesirables, if they have proved to be such, is not the purpose of national policy.   The essence of the old system had been the protection  of character and responsibility,  not   necessarily   an   economic  protection* The Wealth of Nations had accelerated its fall by a series of logical deductions from a succession of unproved and untenable premises.   The belief that quantity was preferable to quality;  that expert technical processes would not destroy culture, craftsmanship or the co-ordinating capacity of the intellect; and that equality and material wealth were desirable were of the nature of the new misconceptions,   Adam  Smith was  a  Scot, and Scotland, having never possessed political integrity, was a renaissance country rife with liberal ideas.   There could only be one result, one common disaster as a climax to the philosophy of the  Industrial  Revolution,   The inevitable occurred in 1860 and by the first Company Act irresponsible wealth was legalised.   The introduction of limited liability was the herald of Marx, and the augury of civil and internal discord.
In effect a new protective system had been introduced* By throwing liability on to parties that had not the intention of incurring it, it safeguarded irresponsibility, Mr. Baldwin's father, who had lived at Wilden among the work-people*